OVERVIEW OF U.S. FEDERAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
Once a law has been enacted by Congress, the appropriate federal agency (e.g., the Consumer Product Safety Commission, the Federal Trade Commission, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, et al.) may create the regulations to implement the law. Before such regulations can be adopted, the appropriate federal agency ordinarily will issue a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) to solicit public comments on the proposed rules. To provide opportunity for public comment, the appropriate federal agency must issue draft regulations or "Proposed Rules" that are published in the Federal Register and as a WTO TBT notification. The agency reviews the comments and can then issue a "Final Rule" that also is published in the Federal Register, and later, published annually in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) . Together, the enabling acts and laws [published in the United States Code (USC) once passed] and the final regulations (published in the CFR) provide a framework for the implementation and enforcement of most federal laws in the United States. 
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

FEDERAL REGULATORY AUTHORITIES AND TECHNICAL REGULATIONS (MANDATORY)
Several U.S. federal agencies administer regulations associated with motor vehicle parts. imported into the U.S. be marked in a conspicuous place as legibly, indelibly, and permanently as the nature of the article (or container) will permit, and in such a manner as to indicate to the ultimate purchaser in the U.S., the English name of the country of origin of the article at the time of importation.
Agency
Manufacturers of all motor vehicle parts (whether or not subject to the FMVSS) are required to comply with the "Agent for Service of Process" requirements. If the information is not on record, the shipments will be held at the Port of Entry pending submission. Before offering a regulated motor vehicle part for sale in, or for importation into the U.S., the manufacturer must: 1) designate a permanent resident of the United States as its agent for service of process if the fabricating manufacturer or importer is not located in the U.S. (49 CFR Part 551, Subpart D Service of Process on Foreign Manufacturers and Importers) and 2) submit to NHTSA identifying information on itself and on the regulated motor vehicle parts it manufactures, not later than 30 days after the manufacturing process begins (49 CFR Part 566 Manufacturer Identification). The fabricating manufacturer of glazing and tires must label its products with identification numbers assigned to the manufacturer by NHTSA. Brake hose manufacturers must submit to NHTSA and inscribe on their products unique identifying marks. Manufacturers may comply with these procedural requirements by filing forms using the online Manufacturer Portal.
Please note that 49 U.S.C. Chapter 301 defines a manufacturer as a person either (a) manufacturing or assembling motor vehicles or motor vehicle equipment; or (b) importing motor vehicles or motor vehicle equipment for resale.
NHTSA maintains on its web site a searchable database of those manufacturers that have identified themselves and their products to the agency.
Guidance on Best Importer Practices
NHTSA publishes guidance concerning best practices to be followed by importers of motor vehicle equipment to reduce the likelihood of importing products that contain defects related to motor vehicle safety or that do not comply with applicable FMVSS.
For more detailed information, see NHTSAs: Recommended Best Practices for Importers of Motor Vehicles and Motor Vehicle Equipment

Early Warning Reporting Requirements
The purpose of the Early Warning Reporting requirements of 49 CFR 579 is to enhance motor vehicle safety by specifying information and documents that manufacturers of motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment must provide to NHTSA with respect to possible safety-related defects and noncompliances in their products, including the reporting of safety recalls and other safety campaigns that the manufacturer conducts outside the United States.
The Early Warning Division of the Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) reviews and analyzes data and documents submitted by manufacturers under the Transportation Recall Enhancement, Accountability and Documentation Act (TREAD Act). TREAD data includes aggregate data (warranty and non-warranty), death and injury claims, property damage claims, foreign campaigns, and field reports involving regulated motor vehicles and equipment items. This data is submitted quarterly by each manufacturer who produces more than 5000 vehicles annually. However, the reporting threshold is 500 for Bus Medium Heavy (BMH), tire, and child restraints manufacturers. In addition, manufacturers under the reporting threshold are required to provide death claim notices to NHTSA. 
Page | 7
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Emissions
Many laws and regulations govern import and export requirements of materials which may pose a risk to human health and the environment. EPA works with the states, other federal agencies, and foreign governments to ensure compliance with laws governing the import and export of many of these materials. Motor vehicle engines (and their emissions) are subject to regulation under the EPA. Engines that are not U.S. emission-standard engines must be imported through an Independent Commercial Importer. When either EPA or U.S. Customs determines that imported equipment does not meet the EPA emissions certification requirements, Customs will detain or seize the equipment.
The National Program for greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and fuel economy standards was developed jointly by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and applies to light duty cars and trucks in model years 2012-2016 (first phase) and 2017-2025 (second phase EPA has promulgated a significant new use rule (SNUR) for elemental mercury (CAS No. 7439-97-6) used in certain convenience light switches, anti-lock braking system (ABS) switches, and active ride control system switches. The rule amends 40 CFR 721 to require persons who intend to manufacture (including import) or process these chemicals for an activity preliminarily designated as a significant new use by this action to notify EPA at least 90 days before commencing that activity. The required notification provides EPA with the opportunity to evaluate the intended use and, if appropriate, to prohibit or limit that activity before it occurs.
Other rules may be applicable to automotive parts.
For more detailed information, see:
Summary of the Toxic Substances Control Act
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
The FTC Act Title 15, United States Code, Chapter 2, Subchapter I, Sections 41-58 The FTC Act broadly prohibits unfair or deceptive acts or practices in or affecting commerce. The Commission will find deception if, either by the inclusion or exclusion of information, it is likely to:
• Mislead consumers acting reasonably under the circumstances, and • Affect the consumer's choice or conduct, thereby leading to injury.
The FTC Act allowed the FTC to enact regulations intended to prohibit unfair or deceptive acts or practices.
Fair Packaging Labeling Act
Fair Packaging and Labeling Act Regulations, 16 CFR 500, require consumer commodities (other than cosmetics, food, drugs, and therapeutic devices) be labeled to disclose identity of the commodity, the name and place of business of the product's manufacturer, packer, or distributor; and net contents and net quantity of servings, uses, or applications represented to be present. electronic mail. The guides apply to any claim about the environmental attributes of a product, package, or service in connection with the sale, offering for sale, or marketing of such product, package or service for personal, family or household use, or for commercial, institutional, or industrial use.
Environmental Marketing Claims
In 2012, an update by the FTC modified the existing guide sections on general environmental benefit, compostable, degradable, ozone, recyclable, and recycled content claims. It also added new sections on carbon offsets, certifications and seals of approval, "free-of" claims, "non-toxic" claims, "made with renewable energy" claims, and "made with renewable materials" claims.
For more detailed information, see FTC's:
Environmental Claims: Summary of the Green Guides
OVERVIEW OF U.S. STATE REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS
A growing number of areas are covered by both state and federal statutes, including consumer protection, employment, and food and drug regulation. (State laws give way to stricter federal laws that address the same issue.) When a state's Governor signs a bill, it becomes a state law. Once a law has been enacted by a state, it is the responsibility of the appropriate state agency to create the regulations necessary to implement the law.
STATE REGULATORY AUTHORITIES AND TECHNICAL REGULATIONS (MANDATORY)
In the U.S., some state laws and regulations are enacted which are more stringent than the federal laws. These laws include regulations for products, labeling, packaging, chemical restrictions, etc. 
Packaging and Labeling
UPLR The Uniform Packaging and Labeling Regulations (UPLR) contained in Uniform Laws and Regulations in the areas of Legal Metrology and Engine Fuel Quality, NIST Handbook 130
, have been adopted into law in 45 of the 50 U.S. states. The purpose of these regulations is to provide accurate and adequate information as to the identity and quantity of contents of packages so that purchasers can make price and quantity comparisons.
UPLR requires that non-consumer packaging bear a label specifying the identity of the commodity; the name and place of business of the manufacturer, packer, or distributor; and the net quantity of contents in terms of weight or mass measure, or numerical count in a uniform location upon the outside of the package. All information must be clearly stated in the English language.
Toxics in Packaging Legislation
This legislation was originally drafted by the Source Reduction Council of the Coalition of Northeastern Governors (CONEG) in 1989. It was developed in an effort to reduce the amount of heavy metals in packaging and packaging components that are sold or distributed throughout the United States. The law is designed to phase out the use and presence of mercury, lead, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium in packaging. The legislation has been successfully adopted by nineteen states. 
Other Standards
Other relevant electrical standards and standards for components (e.g., cables, etc.) are published by SDOs including: ASTM International, Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), and Underwriter's Laboratories (UL). Specific automobile manufacturers' standards, such as those published by General Motors (GM), Ford, etc., also exist.
TESTING AND CERTIFICATION BODIES
Testing
Numerous testing laboratories can test to FMVSS, SAE, and other recognized industry standards; some laboratories may be accredited. A listing of accredited testing laboratories for motor vehicle parts can be found at A2LA Listing of Accredited Labs by Test.
Listings of more testing laboratories for motor vehicle parts can be found at ASTM Directory of Testing Laboratories. Search on the keyword 'motor vehicle' or for a specific FMVSS, SAE standard, etc.) Testing of motor vehicle parts to the appropriate U.S. standard can be conducted by any testing laboratory, including laboratories outside the United States.
Certification
Manufacturer's Certification Responsibility under the Vehicle Safety Act Type approval is not required for motor vehicle equipment sold in the United States. NHTSA does not issue type approval certifications and does not certify any motor vehicles or motor vehicle equipment as complying with applicable FMVSS. Instead, under the Vehicle Safety Act there is a "self-certification" process which imposes responsibility on the manufacturer to certify its vehicle or equipment items as complying with the applicable FMVSS. The Vehicle Safety Act requires the exercise of "reasonable care" in issuing a certification of compliance with the FMVSS. To this end, NHTSA encourages manufacturers to conduct tests as specified in certain FMVSS.
The manufacturer must not only be concerned with the initial certification, but should also monitor continued compliance of vehicles and/or items of motor vehicle equipment throughout the production run. To accomplish this, an effective quality control program Page | 15 must be established to periodically inspect and test vehicles and/or items of motor vehicle equipment randomly selected from the assembly line to ensure that the original performance is carried through to all other units.
NHTSA's Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance (OVSC) (see more below) does not specify the type of quality control program that a manufacturer should employ. That decision is left to the manufacturer. If the vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment is designed with a reasonable factor of safety, the manufacturer can elect to have a selective sample surveillance program demonstrate that production variations will not take the vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment out of the range of full compliance. On the other hand, if the margin of safety is less with respect to the required performance, a more stringent quality control program would be needed.
To lawfully import a motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment, the importer must also file with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) a DOT HS-7 Declaration Form whenever a motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment is presented for importation into the United States. The importer selects one of the boxes on the HS-7 Declaration Form and declares, subject to penalty for making false statements, that the motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment is entitled to entry under the conditions specified on the form. No prior verification is required by a governmental agency or authorized testing entity before the motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment can be imported, sold, or used. If the manufacturer's certification was false or improper (i.e., if the motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment does not, in fact, comply), then authorities may order a recall and/or other corrective action and/or institute a civil penalty action. Manufacturers of motor vehicles and items of motor vehicle equipment are permitted to appeal the need for a recall by filing a petition for the agency to find the noncompliance inconsequential as it relates to vehicle safety.
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance, Compliance Testing Program
To verify that the manufacturer's certification is valid, each year OVSC randomly selects motor vehicles and regulated motor vehicle parts for compliance testing by approximately 21 independent testing laboratories under contract with the OVSC. The OVSC compliance testing program is a strong incentive for manufacturers of motor vehicles and items of motor vehicle equipment to institute and maintain a strong quality control/product surveillance program. The NSF Motor Vehicle Parts Certification Program offers independent, third-party certification of steel bumpers, step bumpers, absorbers, reinforcement bars, and brackets to ensure that high-quality aftermarket safety parts are available. NSF International's certification criteria require the highest level of performance in terms of form, fit, and function, as well as the production facility's quality systems. Services also include testing and systems registration. 
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